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Proverbs 

Pathways of Discipleship Bible Survey 

Title and Meaning 

 Hebrew Bible: “The Proverbs of Solomon” 

 The word proverbs means “to be like”; the book is one of comparisons between common, concrete images 

and life’s most profound truths 

 Proverbs are simple, moral statements or illustrations that highlight and teach fundamental realities about 

life 

Authors & Date 

 Created and compiled by Solomon and others from 971-686 B.C. 

 The phrase “Proverbs of Solomon” is more a title than an absolute statement of authorship 

Structure of Book 

 Preamble (1:1-7) 

 Extended discourses on wisdom; focus on the young (1:8-9:18) 

 Proverbs for everyone (10:1-29:27) 

 From Solomon (10:1-22:16) 

 From wise men (22:17-24:34) 

 From Solomon collected by Hezekiah (25:1-29:27) 

 Sayings of Agur (30) 

 Sayings of Kin Lemuel (31:1-9) 

 Poem to the virtuous woman (31:10-31) 

 There is a distinct difference between 1-9 and 10-31 

 The first part contains extended teaching 

 Most of the second part is composed of the short, pithy sayings we usually associate with Proverbs 

Themes in Proverbs 

 A key to life 

 Proverbs, in essence, centers its teaching on one question: “Is this wisdom or folly?” 

 Wisdom vs. Folly 

 Generally, the wise (the righteous who obey God) live longer, prosper, experience joy, and the goodness of 

God here and now 

 Generally, fools suffer shame and destruction/death 

 Wisdom, which includes knowledge, understanding, instruction, discretion, and obedience, is built on the 

fear of the Lord and the Word of God 

 Wisdom means a person knows how to deal with life in a way that honors God; skill to live life that way 
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 Folly is everything opposite to wisdom 

 Is this an automatic guarantee? 

 It’s simply telling us this is the general way that life works 

 Life tends to work out for those who follow God 

 The starting point of wisdom (Proverbs 1:7; 14:2, 27; 22:4) 

 The fear of the Lord 

 Not just about a secular idea 

 Human understanding isn’t enough to cut it 

 If you don’t start at the right point, you’ll never find the treasure 

 The wise person – How does one become wise?   

 It takes time to arrive at this 

 Like a detective, sorting through the clues, figuring out how life works 

 Through observation and experience 

 Through tradition/teaching 

 From mistakes 

 From correction 

 The arrangement of Proverbs 10-22 

 375 proverbs (the numerical equivalent of Solomon’s name) 

 Most expressed in form of antithetical parallelism (10:1; 11:1; 15:22; 14:31); second line says opposite of 

the first line 

 Usually no contextual orientation of individual sayings (generally best approach is to study by topic or 

theme) 

 Maybe the writer mixed them up like that because life is like that, issues come at you randomly 

 Some organization 

 Proverbs 14:26-27 

 15:8-9 

 17; random repetition of an idea that writer may be trying to subconsciously implant in your mind; 

avoid quarreling and arguments with others 

 This section of the book covers a wide range of topic with little organization or arrangement by topic.  This 

is one section of Scripture where studying a verse in context is often not that helpful or informative.  An 

alternative approach to studying these sections of proverbial sayings is to study the section thematically.  This 

approach groups the proverbs by topic and then looks at everything these proverbial sayings teach about a 

particular theme.  The proverbs focus on the basic issues of everyday living.  Some of the important themes 

highlighted (with a sample of the verses discussing these topics) would be 

 The family 

 Parents and children (10:1; 13:1, 24; 17:21, 25; 29:15) 

 Husbands and wives (12:4; 18:22; 19:13–14; 31:10–31) 

 Laziness and hard work (10:4, 5, 26; 12:11, 24; 24:30–34) 

 Poverty and wealth (10:15; 13:7–8; 23:4–5; 30:8–9) 

 Pride and humility (11:2; 12:9; 16:18–19; 21:4, 24) 
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 Anger (14:17; 15:18; 16:14; 19:11–12, 19) 

 Friendships/ Relationships (17:9, 17; 18:24; 19:4, 6) 

 How to get along with neighbors (25:8–0; 26:18–19; 29:5) 

 How to deal with enemies (24:17–18; 25:21–22; 27:6; 29:5) 

 Speech/ words (10:19, 32; 17:27–28; 20:19; 25:11; 26:20) 

 Man’s relationship to God 

 His trust (22:19) 

 His humility (3:34) 

 His fear of God (1:7) 

 His righteousness (10:25) 

 His sin (28:13) 

 His obedience (6:23) 

 Facing reward (12:28) 

 Facing tests (17:3) 

 Facing blessing (10:22) 

 Facing death (15:11) 

 Man’s relationship to himself 

 His character (20:11) 

 His wisdom (1:5) 

 His foolishness (26:10, 11) 

 His speech (18:21) 

 His self control (6:9-11) 

 His kindness (3:3) 

 His wealth (11:4) 

 His pride (27:1) 

 His anger (29:11) 

 His laziness (13:4) 

 Man’s relationship to others 

 His love (8:17) 

 His friends (17:17) 

 His enemies (19:27) 

 His truthfulness (23:23) 

 His gossip (20:19) 

 As a father (20:7; 31:2-9) 

 As a mother (31:10-31) 

 As children (3:1-3) 

 In educating children (4:1-4) 

 In disciplining children (2:6) 
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 The different types of proverbial sayings 

 Observational proverb (13:7; 18:16); not a teaching about what you should do, just an observation 

 Didactic proverb (13:6; 14:1); make a choice to follow a particular path 

 “Better Than” proverbs (15:!6-17; 21:19) 

 Admonitional proverbs (16:3; 22:22-23, 24-25); more of a straightforward commandment 

 Numerical sayings (30:18-19, 24-28) 

 The interpretation and application of a proverbial saying 

 Is this an observation of the way things are or an instruction on how we should live 

 They are brief (6-8 words) 

 Given in parallel lines (second line reinforces the first line) 

 Often use figurative language or other poetic devices (10:26; 11:22) 

 Remember that it’s not an exhaustive treatment of the subject; it’s one dimension of the truth 

 Have to be applied at the right time and in the right circumstance (see 22:15; 26:4-5; 15:23; 26:7)  

 Not absolute guarantees or immutable laws (10:1; 12:10; 13:3; 14:24; 22:6 [not a guarantee that your child 

will turn out right, but children need training]; 28:18; look at 13:25 and 13:23) 

 Emphasizes that there are acts and consequences (23:29-35) 

 The law emphasizes that God directly punishes evil-doers 

 Same thing is true in Proverbs, but it emphasizes the natural consequences that come from your choices  

A Plan for This Week 

 Pick a theme from Proverbs 

 Make a list of all the verses pertaining to it 

 Look for where this theme may be illustrated in different passages 

 Begin to apply them as best you can 

 

Resources 

John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Handbook 
Zondervan Handbook to the Bible 
Lasor, Hubbard, and Bush: Old Testament Survey 
Longman and Dillard: An Introduction to the Old Testament 
Lecture Notes from Liberty Theological Seminary, Dr. Gary Yates 
Holman Illustrated Study Bible 
 


